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of Teviotdale. But he was soon after slain, while hunting in Ettrick
Forest, by his own godson and chieftain, William, Earl of Douglas,
in revenge, according to some authors, of Ramsay's murder; although
a popular tradition, preserved in a ballad quoted by Godscroft, and
some parts of which are still preserved, ascribes the resentment of
the Earl to jealousy. The place where the Knight of Liddesdale was
killed is called, from his name, William-Cross, upon the ridge of a
hill called William-hope, betwixt Tweed and Yarrow. His body, ac-
cording to Godscroft, was carried to Lindean church the first night
after his death, and thence to Melrose, where he was interred with
great pomp, and where his tomb is still shown.'—scott.
1. 113, tlie east oriel. See noie on 1. 6. 'It is impossible to
conceive a more beautiful specimen of the lightness and elegance of
Gothic architecture, when in its purity, than the eastern window of
Melrose Abbey. Sir James Hall of Dunglas, Bart., has, with great
ingenuity and plausibility, traced the Gothic order through its
various forms and seemingly eccentric ornaments, to an architectural
imitation of wicker-woik; of which, as we learn from some of the
legends, the earliest Christian churches were constructed. In such
an edifice, the original of the clustered pillars is traced to a set of
round posts, begirt with slender rods of willow, whose loose sum-
mits were brought to meet from all quarters, and bound together
artificially, so as to produce the frame-work of the roof: and the
tracery of our Gothic windows is displayed in the meeting and inter-
lacing of rods and hoops, affording an inexhaustible variety of
beautiful forms of open work. This ingenious system is alluded to
in the romance. Sir James Hall's Essay on Gothic Architecture is
published in The Edinburgh Philosophical Transactions?—scott.
1. 130. A Scottish monarch. {It is said Alexander II., King of
Scotland, lies buried at the high altar, and that an inscription de-
noted his tomb. But no such inscription is now to be found.
There is a marble tomb, the form of a coffin, on the south side of
the high altar, but it bears no inscription, and is supposed to be
that of Waldevus, or Walter, the second abbot, who was canon-
ised/—Grose's 'Antiquities of Scotland,' i. 129.
1. 138. Michael Scott. 'Sir Michael Scott of Balwearie
flourished during the thirteenth century, and was one of the am-
bassadors sent to bring the Maid of Norway to Scotland upon the
death of Alexander III. By a poetical anachronism, he is here
placed in a later era. He was a man of much learning, chiefly
acquired in foreign countries. He wrote a commentary upon
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